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ABOUT US 

 
Darren Webster 
CEO, Skillinvest 

 
Welcome to Skillinvest 

Skillinvest (formerly WORKCO and LINK Employment + Training) is a leading provider of 
employment, education and training services throughout Victoria with office locations in Ararat, 
Bairnsdale, Ballarat, Dandenong, Donald and Horsham.   
 
Skillinvest also incorporates Longerenong College, one of Australia’s foremost institutions 
specialising in agricultural vocational education and training for over 125 years.  
 
Our Core Purpose 

We exist to deliver exceptional employment, education and training services, to create 
opportunities for growth and prosperity for our customers, students, our communities and staff. 
We will act with integrity, compassion and respect, and work collaboratively to be the best whilst 
searching for better ways to benefit our markets. 
 
Our Core Values 

P.R.I.D.E 

 

1)  Progressive Spirit   

Leading not following, striving to make a difference, searching for better ways. 

2)  Respect 

Recognising equality and diversity, acting with compassion and respect. 

3)  Integrity 

Honesty and ethics in our actions and words. Governance and leadership as an organisation. 

4) Dedication 

Genuine care and commitment to providing opportunities and benefit for our customers, 

communities and colleagues. 

5)  Exceptional delivery 

Doing what we say; flexible and responsive, excellence in all that we do. 
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Message from the General Manager, Longerenong College 

 

 
John Goldsmith 
General Manager, Longerenong College 
 
Historic Longerenong College is one of Australia’s leading tertiary institutions specialising in 
agriculture and land-management. 
 
Established in 1889 by the Council of Agricultural Education, we opened our doors with an 
enrolment of just 20 students.  Original courses were aimed at the sons of farmers who required 
the equivalent of second year of high school to enrol. Exams were held on Saturday mornings 
and farm work and classes were often held at night and on weekends, with a strict “lights out” at 
10pm rule each night. 
 
In 1972, the College proudly became one of the first agricultural colleges to accept female 
students.  
 
Within our first year of operation, Longerenong was taken over by the Department of Agriculture 
who ran it until it became part of the Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture (VCAH). In 
1993, the VCAH became a school of the University of Melbourne and by mid-1997, VCAH was 
formally amalgamated with the University’s Faculty of Agriculture, Horticulture and Forestry to 
form the Institute of Land and Food Resources. The College remained a campus of the Institute 
of Land and Food Resources until the end of 2005 when the University of Melbourne withdrew 
responsibility and our courses and training was awarded to WORKCO Limited, now rebranded to 
Skillinvest Limited. 
 
Today, we are fondly known as Longy! Drawing upon our rich educational history, we keep 
ahead of industry needs, providing students with access to modern agricultural practices and 
hands on training. We’re proud to stand at the agricultural forefront, carving out dynamic 
futures for our students. 
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OUR CAMPUS 
Longerenong College Campus and Surrounding Area 

Longerenong College is located 13km north-east of Horsham. Horsham is a regional city located 
on the Wimmera River in the Wimmera region of Victoria, Australia and is approximately 300km 
north-west of the state capital Melbourne. Horsham is also almost half way between Melbourne 
and Adelaide, the capital city of South Australia. Limited public transport is available from 
Melbourne to Horsham and Adelaide to Horsham. Public transport timetables can be found at: 
https://ptv.vic.gov.au. Taxi service is available for the 10 minute car ride from Horsham to the 
Longerenong College campus. 
 
Horsham is the largest city in the Wimmera with a population of 14,285 (at the 2011 census).   
Surrounding Horsham are vast wheat fields, pastoral land, and colourful fields of wildflowers.  To 
the south-east, along the Western Highway, are the Wimmera Lakes which form part of the 
Wimmera-Mallee irrigation system.  Green Lake, on the southern side of the highway, has a 
picnic area overlooking the lake and includes a boat ramp, jetty and swimming beach.  Taylors 
Lake, a few kilometres north of the highway, is a recreational lake suitable for fishing, boating 
and swimming. 
 
Horsham is a great base to explore the region's nearby natural attractions. The northern 
extremity of the Grampians National Park is located 25 kilometres south-east of Horsham, while 
the Little Desert National Park can be accessed via a number of small towns to the west and 
north-west.  Mount Arapiles, less than 35 kilometres west of Horsham, is widely regarded as one 
of the top rock climbing areas in Australia and is also great for bushwalking and camping.  
 
Longerenong College has a central campus, surrounded by 1,070 hectare commercial farm.  The 
farm consists of broadacre cropping (including a range of research activities), sheep and cattle 
enterprises. The inner campus area of approximately 16 hectares offers a range of services to 
support the training activities held at the college.  Full-time students, industry groups, schools 
and the wider community often utilise the campus for a range of functions, making use of the 
extensive accommodation, catering and training facilities.   
 
Services include administration, IT support, catering, and a fully equipped resource centre 
(library). Board and lodging (accommodation and meals) is available in the student residences for 
any student whether they are studying full time at the campus or attending training blocks, short 
courses or workshops or just need somewhere to stay for a few days.  The goal is to provide 
accommodation, facilities and support to encourage students to strive for their academic goals 
and develop independence, social responsibility and a strong sense of community.  

https://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Campus Facilities 

 
Accommodation: Comfortable and affordable accommodation is available at the College. We 
have single rooms for up to 107 students and motel-style accommodation for up to eight people. 
Accommodation is also available in Horsham. 
 
Auditorium: Our Auditorium seats 126 people and is equipped with data projector, sound 
system, controlled lighting and speaker podium with Windows PC. 
 
Classrooms/Workshop Space: We have 10 purpose built classrooms to suit a range of training 
needs, including fully equipped welding, automotive and carpentry workshops.  
 

Computer Lab: Our Computer Lab has 20 networked desktop PCs running Windows and MS 
Office, as well as other programs. All PCs have direct access to the internet and laser printing. 
The Lab has a data projector making it an ideal venue for IT training. 
 

Dining Room: The College dining room has recently been upgraded and now boasts a capacity to 
hold over 100 people. With warm furnishings and welcoming ambience, the Dining Room is the 
perfect place to socialise. 
 
Engineering Facility: The Engineering Facility was officially opened in December 2010 and is a 
part of the Wimmera Trade Training Centre. Hosting state-of-the-art metal fabrication and 
cutting and welding equipment, the facility provides a unique training environment and venue 
for Western Victoria. 
 

Equine Facility: Constructed in 2014, the Equine Facility enables full-time students to keep their 
horse on-campus for a small weekly fee during the academic year. The facility includes 9 
paddocks, 6 of which contain a fully enclosed shelter, providing all-year weather protection for 
horses. 
 

Main Hall: Our spacious Main Hall can seat up to 360 people and is ideal for large conferences, 
exhibitions and trade displays. Equipment such as a sound system with radio microphones and 
data projectors are available on request. The Hall has a stage with lighting, making it suitable for 
theatrical productions and other live entertainment. 
 

Vehicle Training Centre: The Vehicle Training Centre includes areas for automotive training, civil 
construction and vehicle operation. The sealed hardstand area of 80m x 60m and the undercover 
facilities, provide an area for all weather vehicle operation of motorbikes, trucks, skid steer, 
forklifts, backhoes, excavators and front-end loader. 
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Campus Map 
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Student Resources 

The Longerenong College Resource Centre is a convenient, quiet and relaxed place to study.  
Large table settings are an ideal environment for group discussions and a great place to spread 
out when identifying insects and plants, or working on whole farm plans. 

Take advantage of the expertise of the friendly, committed staff members who take a genuine 
interest in the needs of the students. 

The Resource Centre holds around 10,000 books and multimedia materials and subscribes to 
journals and newspapers designed to support the information and research needs of students 
and staff.  The automated catalogue can be accessed from any computer on the campus 
network. 

● Resource Centre hours  

(Open term dates only) 

9:00am – 5:00pm (Monday-Thursday) 

9:00am – 4:00pm (Friday) 

Services offered include: 

● Book Ordering  

Books on any subject can be ordered through the Resource Centre where students and 
staff will benefit from a minimum 10% discount and pay no postage costs. 

● Newspapers and Journal Collection 

Newspapers include The Weekly Times, Stock & Land, The Land, The Stock Journal, The 
Herald Sun, The Age, The Wimmera Mail-Times and The Weekly Advertiser. Journals 
include the latest issues and back issues on a range of topics relevant to the programs 
offered. 

● Historical Collection 

The Student Resource Centre maintains a collection of memorabilia including historical 
photos, college magazines, farm records and student records collected since 
Longerenong College’s inception in 1889. 

The collection is incomplete due to the 1940 fire that destroyed most of the College’s 
earlier records. CDs comprising copies of The Longerenong Collegian (1918-2000), and 
the centenary book Good Times are available for purchase. 
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● Book Room 

The Book Room sells basic stationery items, prescribed texts, USB sticks, stamps and 
College memorabilia.  Students can pay cash for their purchases or run an account that 
must be settled at the end of each term.  

● Other Facilities and Services 

The Resource Centre also offers the following facilities and services: 

o Personal assistance – staff will attend to all users in a prompt and professional 
manner. 

o Photocopying - can be arranged with Student Resource Centre staff. There will be 
a cost incurred per page for all copies (A4, A3, B/W and colour). 

o Video/DVD player –available for student use during Resource Centre hours 
except when scheduled for class use. 

o Spiral Binder – great for making your assignments and resumes look professional. 
Students will be charged for the binding materials. 

o Handheld GPS Systems – available for short term loan. 

o Binoculars – available for short term loan. 

o Tea and coffee making facilities - This free service is funded by the Longerenong 
College Student Association (LSA) through Student Services and Amenities fees. 

 

Social Activities 

A range of social activities are provided throughout the year for students who are interested in 
becoming involved.  Most of these events are organised and supported by the Longerenong 
Student Association. 

Sporting Facilities 

● Swimming Pool 

The swimming pool is open from 7:00am to 10:00pm daily during the warmer months of 
the year – generally term one only.  The swimming pool is for the use and enjoyment of 
currently enrolled students, staff and their families, campus residents, guests and visitors 
to the College.  Noise at the pool should be kept to a minimum and games must not be 
played there.  

Under no circumstances are alcohol or glass containers allowed in the pool area.  
Detailed regulations are displayed at the pool. 

Entry to the swimming pool enclosure is via a coded lock.  The lock combination will be 
provided to students once they have completed the College Swimming Pool Induction 
Process.  Students should not provide entry for unauthorised users. 

College finances do not extend to the payment of a pool attendant.  It is, therefore, a 
community responsibility to ensure safety and cleanliness of the pool and its 
surroundings and to ensure only authorised use of the facility. 
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● Gymnasium 

Access to the gymnasium is only available to current members of the Longerenong 
College Gym Club. 

To join the Gym Club students must complete an Application for Gym Club Membership 
form and a Health Questionnaire available from Reception.  Approved applicants will 
receive a membership card.  Note that, in some cases, clearance from a doctor or other 
health professional may be required before membership can be approved. 

The Gymnasium key is available from the Residential Caretakers Office.  The key must be 
signed out and returned when you have finished the gym session.  Please return the key 
so other gym members can use the facility. 

No gym attendant is available.  It is therefore recommended that students have another 
person with them when using the gym.  In particular, use of free weights is discouraged 
unless accompanied by another student. 

● Squash Court 

The squash court is open between the hours of 7:00am and 10:00pm daily.  The court is 
for the use of currently enrolled students as well as staff and their families.  Bookings are 
not required but users are asked not to use the court for periods longer than one hour if 
others are waiting.  Equipment is available from the Residential Caretaker Office. 

● Australian Rules Football Oval 

The oval is open to use from 6:00am for running and 7:00am for ball sports daily.  The 
oval is not lit so playing of football etc. is not possible after sunset. 

Locally, there are over 200 sporting clubs encompassing Australian Rules football, cricket, 
netball, basketball, tennis, water skiing, fishing, shooting, soccer, hockey, golf and many others. 

Further information can be obtained from Reception or from the Longerenong Student 
Association. 
 

Student Support Services 

 
Skillinvest will identify and access appropriate support services, and ensure the necessary services are 
provided for participants as required. 
  
Students requiring counselling or support should discuss the matter with their trainer/s and/or 
International Student Support Officer as soon as practicable.  The staff member will assist where possible, 
and in the event that further action is required, will refer students to the appropriate agency.   
 
Contact Details for Student Support Officer: 
Name: Greg Radford 
Email: greg.radford@longy.com.au 
Phone/Mobile: 03 5362 2228 or 0407 059 671 
Times available: all hours, however wherever possible, make contact during business hours 
How to make an appointment: either directly or via college reception 
After hours contact details: 0407 059 671 
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INFORMATION ABOUT STUDYING IN AUSTRALIA 
 

Important websites 

 
Department of Home Affairs 
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/ 
 
The Australian Government’s Department of Home Affairs provides information for students 
who are considering studying in Australia and comprehensive information about student visa 
requirements and the applying for a student visa.  
 
Overseas Students Ombudsman 
http://www.oso.gov.au/ 
 
The Overseas Student Ombudsman can investigate complaints about problems that intending, 
current or former overseas students, provides information about best practice complaints 
handling to help private education providers manage internal complaints effectively and 
publishes reports on problems and broader issues in international education that we identify 
through investigations. 
 

Living and Studying in Australia  
 

Study Australia  
http://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/ 
 
The Official Australian Government website for international students. Search for courses, 
institutions and scholarships, read about studying and living in Australia, watch stories from 
other students, and learn about Australian education.  
 
Life in Australia Booklet  
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/trav/life/aust/life-in-australia-book 
 
This information is intended for people who are applying for a visa to live in Australia, either 
permanently or on a temporary basis. It provides an overview of Australia, its history, way of life 
and the values we share. 
 
Visit Horsham Region 
https://visithorsham.com.au/ 
 
Information about Horsham, local attractions, events, culture, maps and guides. 
 
Visit Victoria  
http://www.visitvictoria.com/ 
 
Official site for Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.  

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/
http://www.oso.gov.au/
http://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/trav/life/aust/life-in-australia-book
https://visithorsham.com.au/
http://www.visitvictoria.com/
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Student Visa Conditions  

 

If you are granted a visa, you must abide by its conditions.  Failure to comply with these 
conditions could result in the cancellation of your visa.   
 
These conditions include (but are not limited to): 
 
● Complete the course within the duration specific on the CoE 
● Maintain satisfactory academic progress 
● Maintain satisfactory attendance 
● Maintain approved Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) while in Australia 
● Remain with your principal education provider for 6 calendar months, unless issued a letter 

of release from the College to attend another institution 
● Notify your training provider of your Australian address, phone or email and any subsequent 

changes of address within 7 days. 
 
For the full list of mandatory and discretionary student visa conditions including rules for 
working while studying visit  
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/trav/stud/more/visa-conditions/visa-conditions-students 
 

Migration Agents  

A migration agent can assist you in submitting your visa application and communicate with DIBP 
on your behalf, but please note that you do not need to use a migration agent to lodge any kind 
of visa application.   
 

Education Agents  

Education agents promote various Australian education programs and institutions internationally 
and are a good way for students to apply to study in Australia. Agents are experienced in 
assisting with international student applications and applying for visas.  Most speak both English 
and the local language so this makes the application process a lot simpler and generally hassle 
free for students and parents.  Most do not charge for their service as they collect a commission 
from the institution you choose to attend.  However, some agents do charge small amounts or 
offer additional services for which they charge.  You can check our website to see a current list of 
agents we recommend. 
 
Please Note: Although able to assist in completing education and visa applications, Education 
Agents are NOT licensed to provide migration advice. 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/trav/stud/more/visa-conditions/visa-conditions-students
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PRE-ARRIVAL AND ARRIVAL INFORMATION 
 

Important Information & Emergency Contacts 

 
General Contact Details: 
 
Skillinvest Limited (Head Office) 
 Address: 15-17 Dimboola Road 
 Horsham, Victoria, Australia, 3401. 

Phone: +61 3 5381 6200 
Email: info@skillinvest.com.au  

 
Longerenong College 
 Address: 229 Longerenong Road 

Longerenong, Victoria, Australia, 3401. 
Phone: +61 3 5362 2222 
Email: info@longy.com.au  
  

International Student Coordinator  
 Longerenong College Administration Officer 

Phone: +61 3 5362 2222 
Email: info@longy.com.au  

 
 

ALL EMERGENCIES 

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE 
0 – 000 or 
Mobile 112 

POLICE (Non-emergency – Horsham 24 hours) 0 – 5382 9200 

COLLEGE AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

Resident Caretaker – Only during teaching semesters   
6pm and 8am Sunday to Thursday 
 
8pm and 7am Friday and Saturday 

 
0427 516 559 
 
0407 364 654 

Campus Caretaker 5362 2276 or 0428 330 959 

 

Important Telephone Numbers 

 
IN THE CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 000 from a landline or phone box  
 
or  
 
112 from a mobile phone for Police, Fire or Ambulance 
 

mailto:info@skillinvest.com.au
mailto:info@longy.com.au
mailto:info@longy.com.au
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Department of Home Affairs 

 
Offices locations in Australia  
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about/contact/offices-locations/australia 
 
Enquiries 
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about/contact/make-enquiry 
 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 

http://www.dfat.gov.au/embassies.html  
 
Has a comprehensive list of Australian embassies, high commissions, consulates and 
representative offices around the world. Some Embassies/Consulates are listed below for your 
convenience: 
 
 Britain  (03) 9652 1600 

Canada (02) 9364 3000  
China PR           (03) 9822 0604 

 India  (03) 9682 7836 
 Indonesia  (03) 9525 2755 
 New Zealand (03) 9678 0201 
 USA  (03) 9526 5900 
 
For a complete list of foreign embassies in Australia visit  
-http://protocol.dfat.gov.au/Mission/list.rails 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about/contact/offices-locations/australia
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about/contact/make-enquiry
http://www.dfat.gov.au/embassies.html
http://protocol.dfat.gov.au/Mission/list.rails
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Medical Centres / Hospitals 

There are no health services at the Longerenong College campus but students are able to access 
the health services located in nearby Horsham. 
 

Hospital 

After hours or emergency medical attention may be obtained from the Outpatients Department 
at Wimmera Health Care Group, 83 Baillie Street, Horsham.  The hospital can be contacted by 
telephone on: (03) 5381 9111. 

 

Doctors  

Medical services are available in Horsham.  Additional to the Wimmera Base Hospital, medical 
assistance is also available from the following locations in Horsham: 
 
Lister House Clinic 
146 Baillie St. 
Horsham, VICTORIA, 3400. 
Phone: +61 3 5382 0011 
 
Tristar Medical Group 
1C Madden St. 
Horsham, VICTORIA, 3400 
Phone: +61 3 5382 3400 
 
Students needing to visit local medical services are responsible for arranging their own transport 
except in an emergency when an ambulance should be called.  If the student’s ability to 
undertake normal class commitments or assessments may be affected it is advisable to report 
this to Reception as soon as possible. 
 

Transport 

There is no public transport available between the Longerenong College campus and Horsham, 
however a local taxi service is available.  Longerenong College may be able to provide transport 
in and out of Horsham in certain circumstances.  All enquiries should be made to College 
Reception.  
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Public Facilities 

 

Banking Services 

There is an EFTPOS machine in Reception and students can use this facility to pay accounts 
between 8:30am and 4:00 pm on working days.  Cash withdrawals are not available. 
 

Student Mailboxes 

Students are allocated their own private mailbox and key.  A deposit is required on the mailbox 
key. This deposit will be forfeited if the key is lost and a new deposit will be charged for 
replacements.  The deposit will be refunded upon return of the key at the end of each year. 
The mailboxes are located in the external wall of the Mail Room in the Administration building 
and are accessible 24 hours a day. 
Mail is normally sorted and distributed into post boxes by 11.00am each weekday.  Students will 
be notified of articles that are too large for their post box and these can be collected from 
Reception between 8.30am and 4.30pm each weekday. 
To ensure that incoming mail can be sorted and delivered into the mailboxes quickly, students 
should note that their address while at the College is: 

 
Student’s Name 
C/- Longerenong College 
229 Longerenong Road 
LONGERENONG, Victoria, Australia, 3401 

 

Getting to the Longerenong Campus 

 
You should fly into Melbourne International Airport. 
 
On arrival you should arrange transportation from Melbourne to Horsham.  There is limited 
public transport (train and bus) available between Melbourne and Horsham.  Public transport 
timetables can be found at: https://ptv.vic.gov.au.   Depending on your time of arrival, you may 
need to arrange accommodation in Melbourne before accessing public transport to Horsham.  
 

 
Travel Distance from Melbourne to Horsham is 300 kilometres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Map indicating most direct route from Melbourne to Horsham, via the Western Highway: 
 

 
 
Travel Distance from Horsham to Longerenong College is 13km. 
 
Map indicating shortest route from Horsham to Longerenong College 
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Map of Horsham CBD 

 
source https://www.hrcc.vic.gov.au/map-of-horsham-cbd  

 

Choosing Where to Live  

Most Longerenong College students choose to live on-campus, particularly given the college is 
located in a rural setting and is 13km away from the nearest city, Horsham. The college provides 
dormitory style accommodation for 107 guests as well as a limited number of houses on campus 
which may be available for rent. 
 
Some students may elect to re-side in Horsham or the surrounding district, but must be mindful 
they will need to arrange daily transportation to and from the college.  Horsham offers a wide 
range of accommodation options, typical of most regional cities in Australia. 

 

Accommodation 

Longerenong College on-campus accommodation options include 
 

● Single room, dormitory style residence (107 rooms on-site).  The accommodation 
package includes weekly access to accommodation and associated facilities, breakfast 
Monday to Friday and a 2-course evening meal Monday to Thursday.  Costs in 2017 are 
A$294.25 per week.  Prices are subject to change annually. 
  

https://www.hrcc.vic.gov.au/map-of-horsham-cbd


 
 

20 | Page 

● Motel accommodation – 3 rooms available.  Price available on application. 
 

● Unfurnished houses – a limited number of on-site houses may be available for rent, but 
please note availability is quite limited.  Rent commences at A$125.00 per week. 
 

Limited rental accommodation is also available in the Horsham area.  
 
Rent A House in Horsham 
 
For an online list of rental houses visit https://www.realestate.com.au/rent/in-
horsham,+vic+3400/list-1  
 
Horsham Real Estate 

13-17 Firebrace St 

(03) 5382 0029 

 

Wes Davidson Real Estate 

71 Wilson St 

(03) 5382 0000 

 

Harcourts Horsham 

31 O'callaghans Parade 

(03) 5381 1131 
 

Expenses to consider 

When estimating your cost of living, consider these expenses at least: 

Household 

● Rent or mortgage costs 
● Food and groceries 
● Expenses involved in owning your own home – such as home and contents insurance, council 

rates and water rates 
● Utilities such as electricity, gas and water 
● Telecommunications, including telephone, mobile phone and internet access costs 
● Furniture and appliances. 
 

https://www.realestate.com.au/rent/in-horsham,+vic+3400/list-1
https://www.realestate.com.au/rent/in-horsham,+vic+3400/list-1
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/''/Wes+Davidson+Real+Estate,+71+Wilson+St,+Horsham+VIC+3400/data=!4m5!4m4!1m0!1m2!1m1!1s0x6ace4549c9bfa703:0x106bcab784369662?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjghZjW9fnYAhVFGJQKHWxrCAUQiBMIQzAB
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/''/Wes+Davidson+Real+Estate,+71+Wilson+St,+Horsham+VIC+3400/data=!4m5!4m4!1m0!1m2!1m1!1s0x6ace4549c9bfa703:0x106bcab784369662?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjghZjW9fnYAhVFGJQKHWxrCAUQiBMIQzAB
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Transport 

● The cost of buying, registering, servicing and running a vehicle 
● Car insurance 
● Public transport costs. 
 
Personal 

● Clothing and shoes 
● Personal care and cosmetics 
● Medical costs and health insurance. 
 

Family 

● Childcare 
● Education costs including school fees, books, uniforms, camps, excursions. 
 

Other 

● Debt expenses including repayments on personal loans, car loans, credit cards 
● Savings including superannuation contributions and regular investments 
● Pet food, maintenance and veterinary costs (if you have pets) 
● Take-away food and restaurants 
● Sports and hobbies 
● Entertainment including films, theatre, newspapers, magazines, books and music 
● Holidays 
● Gifts 
● Clothing and footwear 
● Domestic supplies, home services and utilities 
● Education 
● Food and groceries 
● Personal care and cosmetics 
● Restaurants and leisure 
● Transport 
 

Living Costs of Studying in Australia 
 
https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/english/live-in-australia/living-costs  
 

Minimum cost of living 
The Department of Home Affairs has financial requirements you must meet in order to receive a student 
visa for Australia. From 1 July 2016 the 12 month living cost is: 
 

● You - $20,290 
● Partner or spouse - $7,100 
● Child - $3,040 

 

 

http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-clothing-and-footwear
http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-domestic-supplies-home-services-utilities
http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-education
http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-food-and-groceries
http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-personal-care-and-cosmetics
http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-restaurants-and-leisure
http://www.liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au/living-in-victoria/cost-of-living/cost-of-transportation
https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/english/live-in-australia/living-costs
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Things to Do:  Pre - Departure Checklist        

 

Study and Travel  ☑ 

I have received my Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE)   

I have a valid passport with the appropriate student visa or a visa which enables me to study in Australia   

I have paid my tuition fees and any other charges such as Accommodation fee   

I have arranged my Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC)   

I have visited www.homeaffairs.gov.au and I understand what I am allowed to bring to Australia   

Packing my bags   

I have made sure that all my electrical appliances will comply with the Australian 240 volt system    

I have packed clothes to cover all seasons   

I have packed photos of my family and any other special items as a reminder of home    

I have packed my international driver’s license (you can apply for a license in Australia)   

I have packed a calculator, bi lingual dictionary and a camera      

I have medication and a copy of the prescription translated into English (if applicable)   

While I travel   

I will keep all important items, including my passport, airline tickets, Confirmation of Enrolment, key 
addresses and phone numbers with me at all times while travelling. I will NOT pack these in my suitcase   

  

Flights and at the airport   

My flight is organised to arrive before the Student Orientation program commences     

I checked that my hand luggage and suitcase comply with the weight limit for my flight     

Airport reception/pickup      

I have arranged transport from the Airport to my accommodation    

I have confirmed my arrival details with Skillinvest   

Accommodation   

I have organised my accommodation in Horsham   

Money   

I have at least AUD$400 in cash and at least $3000 in travellers cheques or on a credit card, or I can 
arrange a funds transfer to Australia quickly so I have funds to settle once I am in Australia  

  

I have extra money to pay for travel, general living expenses and accommodation   

http://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/
http://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/
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Documents   

I have left a copy of my passport with my family or friends    

I have a folder with me which includes:     

My offer letter    

A copy of my passport    

A copy of my driver license, if not in English also a translated copy    

Important medical documents and prescriptions for glasses or ongoing medications    

References from previous land lords if you have them and you are intending to rent in   

A list of important phone numbers (including the Skillinvest Horsham Office)   

 

Upon Arrival in Australia   ☑ 

Call home  

Settle into accommodation  

Purchase household items and food  

Enrol children in school (if applicable)  

Attend international student orientation   

Advise Skillinvest of your address, phone and email    

Advise health insurance company of address & get car  

Open a bank account  

Attend student orientation session  

Get textbooks  

Start classes  

Apply for tax file number if seeking work  

Get involved in student life and associations (eg music, sporting and cultural clubs)  

 

Bringing Family   

Most student visas allow you to bring your family members to Australia as your dependants 
(check your individual circumstances DIBP website).  Family members include your spouse, and 
you and your spouse's dependent children.  Before bringing your spouse or children to Australia, 
you will have to prove that you can support them financially. The cost of supporting a family in 
Australia is high. You may have to consider and discuss many issues with your family. 
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Issues to Consider 

Rather than bringing your family together with you to Australia, some students may find it useful 
to arrive first, settle into studies, find appropriate accommodation, adjust to living in Australia 
and then arrange for their family to join them. 
Before making a decision to bring your family to Australia it is important to consider the 
following issues: 
 

● The cost of airfares for your family to and from Australia;  
● Possible higher rent for a larger home;  
● Limited employment opportunities for your spouse;  
● Extra costs for food, clothing and other necessities;  
● The effect on you and your studies if your family is not happy in Australia;  
● Whether your children will adjust to school in Australia;  
● Waiting lists for child care centres; and 
● Whether to come alone to Australia first and arrange things for your family or to all come 

at the same time.  
 
Child Care   
Finding suitable childcare in Australia requires patience and planning.  Waiting lists for places in 
most childcare centres are long.  
Many schools offer before- and after-school care programs (usually 7:30am-8:45am and 3:30pm-
6:00pm). Children who need these programs must be registered with the school. 
Schools:   
If you would like to bring your children to Australia with you, you must be aware of the following 
schooling issues: 

● It is an immigration policy that school-age dependants of international students 
undertake formal schooling while they are in Australia.  

● You will need to provisionally enrol your child in a school before you leave your home 
country and you will normally have to pay the school fees one semester in advance. The 
school will issue an electronic Confirmation of Enrolment Form (eCoE) stating the 
program and its duration, so that you can obtain the appropriate visa for your child.  

● The Diplomatic Mission in your country can tell you which State schools are registered to 
take international students. Fees are usually payable by international students at all State 
schools. 

● You will be responsible for school fees and other costs including school uniforms, books, 
excursions and stationery.  

● When choosing the most appropriate school for your child, it is best to ask questions 
about the school's curriculum, size, extra-curricular activities and the size of individual 
classes.  

● You should also take into consideration the distance from the school to your education 
institution, the suburb in which you intend to live and the method of transport you plan 
to use.  

 
Victorian Schools  
There are two types of schools in Australia – State schools and independent schools. 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/ 
Directory of State and Independent Schools Victoria 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
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http://www.education.vic.gov.au/findaservice/home.aspx 

 

Overseas student health cover (OSHC) 

Overseas student health cover (OSHC) is insurance that provides cover for the costs of medical 
and hospital care which international students may need while in Australia and is mandatory for 
international student visa holders. OSHC will also cover the cost of emergency ambulance 
transport and most prescription drugs. 

 

How do I get OSHC?   

Students will be able to purchase OSHC through Skillinvest at the enrolment stage.  Students can 
also purchase their OSHC through their Education Agent or contact the college directly, however 
evidence will be required during enrolment that students have sufficient cover.  
Only Australian health funds that have signed an agreement with the Australian Government can 
provide OSHC. Most Australian education institutions have a preferred OSHC provider. You will 
be required to join one of the four registered health funds listed below, noting that Skillinvest’s 
preferred provider is BUPA OSHC. You may choose to change your health fund at anytime, but 
will need to abide by the conditions of change of the health fund provider you are leaving. 
 
 

OSHC Providers  

Medibank Private:  www.medibank.com.au  

OSHC Worldcare:   www.oshcworldcare.com.au  

BUPA OSHC:               www.overseasstudenthealth.com 

Australian Health Management: www.ahm.com.au  

 
Some students may be exempt from enrolling in the OSHC such as students from countries 
whose Governments may have Reciprocal Health Agreements for students in Australia.  
Note: only some reciprocal health agreements cover students in Australia, some will only cover 
visitors.  You should determine if you are eligible before you apply for your visa to come to 
Australia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/findaservice/home.aspx
http://users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AKHPIU0P/Users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Ashley%20Services%20Group/Choice/www.medibank.com.au
http://users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AKHPIU0P/Users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Ashley%20Services%20Group/Choice/www.oshcworldcare.com.au
http://users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AKHPIU0P/Users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Ashley%20Services%20Group/Choice/www.overseasstudenthealth.com
http://users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AKHPIU0P/Users/jgoldsmith.WORKCO/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Ashley%20Services%20Group/Choice/www.ahm.com.au
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STUDYING WITH SKILLINVEST 

 

Current Courses available to students on international student visas with 
Longerenong College  

 
For the most current list of our CRICOS courses available visit 

http://cricos.education.gov.au/Institution/InstitutionSearch.aspx 

CRICOS 

CODE 

COURSE DURATION WORK 

COMPONENT 

094492G AHC60316 Advanced Diploma of Agribusiness 

Management 

30 Weeks 40 HOURS X 8 

Weeks 

TOTAL 320 

HOURS 

094490K AHC30116 Certificate III in Agriculture 19 weeks nil 

094491J AHC40116 Certificate IV in Agriculture 19 weeks nil 

 
 
For the most up to date Course details including costs and durations visit our website 
www.longy.com.au  
 
Skillinvest only delivers our courses face to face a minimum of 20 hours per week  
 
Students must attend a minimum of 20 hours of classes per week. 

 

Course Credit/Recognition of Prior Learning 

‘Exemption from enrolment in a particular part of the course as a result of previous study, 
experience or recognition of a competency currently held, includes academic credit and 
recognition of prior learning.’ 
 
Students that already have a Statement of Attainment for a Unit of Competency may apply for 
Course Credit. Course credit may reduce the length of a student's course.  Skillinvest requires 
students to complete the Credit Transfer Application Form if they wish to receive formal credit. 
 

It is recognised that people learn and acquire skills and knowledge in ways other than just formal 
study or current training.  A person may acquire skills relevant to the work situation through 
non-accredited training courses, workplace training, hobbies, interests and life experience.   

http://cricos.education.gov.au/Institution/InstitutionSearch.aspx
http://cricos.education.gov.au/Institution/InstitutionSearch.aspx
http://www.longy.com.au/
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Sometimes the skills and knowledge acquired in these ways can be applied to the current 
workplace tasks and roles a person is performing.  The RPL process measures these previously 
acquired skills and knowledge against unit/s of competency. 

Should you wish to apply for RPL, it is recommended that you discuss this with your 
Trainer/Teacher prior to or at enrolment.  Skillinvest is not registered to provide a formal RPL 
qualification, but will provide an RPL Approved Provider List should it be required by the student.  
 
If Skillinvest grants the student course credit/RPL which leads to a shortening of the student’s 
course before the student visa is granted, the CoE will indicate the actual net course duration for 
the course.  
 
If course credit/RPL is granted after the student's visa is granted, any change of course duration 
will be reported to DET via PRISMS within 14 days after the event as specified under Section 19 
of the ESOS Act. 
 
For further information about Course Credit please ask for a full copy of our Course Credit Policy. 

 

General Entry requirements 

 

ENGLISH 

Students must provide one of the follow requirements to enter any course 
- IELTS 5.5 or  
- English Certificate of Upper Intermediate or higher from a English Language School in 

Australia 
 
Students must also: 
- Pass Skillinvest's internal Language, Literacy & Numeracy test prior to enrolment. 

 
 
ACADEMIC 
- Provide evidence of a Vocational Education/university Certificate (Australian) of up to Cert 

IV or equivalent to Year 12 Academic qualification and 
- Successfully complete aptitude interview. 

 
NOTE: Every application is individually assessed 
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LEGISLATION AND POLICIES 
Current CRICOS legislation 

▪ Education Services for Overseas Students Act 2000  
▪ Education Services for Overseas Students Regulations 2001  
▪ National Code of Practice for Registration Authorities and Providers of Education and 

Training to Overseas Students 2007 

Legislation Information for International Students 

 
The Education Services for Overseas Students Framework (ESOS) that includes the ESOS Act 2000, 
ESOS Regulations and National Code and related laws set out the requirements for providers 
who deliver education services to international students on a student visa.  
  
These laws protect international students and also help ensure students meet student visa 
conditions for attending classes and making satisfactory progress in their studies while in 
Australia. 
 

Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) Act 
 

The Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) framework protects the rights of 
international students studying in Australia, including: 

● Your right to receive, before enrolling, current and accurate information about the courses, 
fees, modes of study, and other information from your institution and your institution’s 
agent. 

● Your right to sign a written agreement with your institution before paying fees, setting out 
the services to be provided, fees payable, and information about refunds of course money. 
Make sure to keep a copy of your written agreement. 

● The Tuition Protection Service (TPS) is a placement and refund service for international 
students, which is activated in the event that your institution is unable to teach your course. 
Read more about this service on the Tuition Protection Service website. 

The institutions’ responsibilities 

The ESOS framework sets out the standards that Australian institutions must meet in offering 
education and training services to international students. These standards cover a range of 
information you have a right to know and services that must be offered to you, including: 

● Orientation and access to support services to help you study and adjust to life in Australia. 

● Contact details of officers available to help international students. 

● If you can apply for course credit. 

http://www.aei.gov.au/AEI/ESOS/ESOSLegislation/Default.htm
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2011C00852
http://www.aei.gov.au/AEI/ESOS/NationalCodeOfPractice2007/default.htm
http://www.aei.gov.au/AEI/ESOS/NationalCodeOfPractice2007/default.htm
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● When your enrolment can be deferred, suspended or cancelled. 

● What your institution’s requirements are for satisfactory progress in the courses you study 
and what support is available if you are not progressing well. 

● If attendance will be monitored for your course. 

● A complaints and appeals process. 
 

Your responsibilities 

As an overseas student on a student visa, you have responsibilities to: 

● Satisfy your student visa conditions. 

● Maintain your Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) for the period of your stay. 

● Meet the terms of the written agreement with your institution. 

● Inform your institution if you change your address. 

● Maintain satisfactory course progress. 

● If attendance is recorded for your course, follow your institution’s attendance policy. 

● If you are under 18, maintain your approved accommodation, support and general welfare 
arrangements. 

 

Student Fact Sheet 

Download the fact sheet (PDF 310.8KB)(opens in a new window) to read important information 
for student visa holders about living and studying in Australia, including your consumer rights 
and responsibilities as an international student and key things you should know before and 
during your study. 
 
SKILLINVEST must meet all additional State and Commonwealth Government legislative 
requirements for providing education to students on International Student visas.  
We commit to meet all ESOS Framework, CRICOS and domestic/ ASQA legislative requirements 
at all times.  
 
The VET Quality Framework consists of the: 
 

● Standards for Registered Training Organisations 
● Australian Qualifications Framework http://www.aqf.edu.au/ 
● Fit and Proper Person Requirements 
● Financial Viability Risk Assessment Requirements, and 
● Data Provision Requirements. 

 
 

https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/1154/ESOS%20Student%20fact%20sheet%20-%20English.pdf.aspx
https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/1154/ESOS%20Student%20fact%20sheet%20-%20English.pdf.aspx
https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/1154/ESOS%20Student%20fact%20sheet%20-%20English.pdf.aspx
http://www.aqf.edu.au/
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The Standards should be read together with the: 
 

● Standards for Training Packages 
● Standards for VET Accredited Courses, and 
● Standards for VET Regulators. 

 

The Standards 

 
Part B – Standards for Providers of Education and Training to Overseas Students. 

There are 11 standards of the National Code to which we must adhere.  

Click on each Standard to be linked to the current version of the legislation and for detailed information 

regarding the Standard. 

Standard 1 - Marketing information and practices. 

Standard 2 - Recruitment of an overseas student 

Standard 3 - Formalisation of enrolment and written agreements 

Standard 4 - Education agents. 

Standard 5 - Younger overseas  students. 

Standard 6 - Overseas student support services. 

Standard 7 -  Overseas student transfers 

Standard 8 - Overseas student visa requirements. 

Standard 9 - Deferring, suspending or cancelling the overseas  student’s enrolment 

Standard 10 - Complaints and appeals. 

Standard 11 - Additional registration requirements 

 

  

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026941
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026941
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026942
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026943
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026943
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026943
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026944
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026945
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026945
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026946
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026947
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026947
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026948
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026949
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026950
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026951
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026951
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026951
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026952
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026953
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026953
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026953
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026954
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026955
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026955
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026956
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026957
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026957
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026957
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026958
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026959
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026959
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026960
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026961
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026961
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026961
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026962
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026963
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026963
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2017L01182/Html/Text#_Toc487026963
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POLICIES & PROCEDURES  
 

Student Code of Behaviour / Rules 

   

1.  The consumption of alcohol is not permitted anywhere in Longerenong College training 

facilities.  Smoking is prohibited in all college premises, except for designated smoking 

areas.  The possession and/or use of any illegal drug or substance, or the misuse of 

prescribed drugs, will be viewed as a serious breach of discipline.  Possession or use of 

illegal drugs or prohibited substances is a criminal offence and Skillinvest/Longerenong 

College reserves the right to inform the police regarding any matter involving these.  

Students must not be under the influence of alcohol or non-prescription drugs at any 

time when attending Longerenong College’s premises 

2. Students who own and/or use mobile phones must ensure that they are turned off 

during training (unless otherwise directed or agreed by the Trainer/Teacher).  If you fail 

to observe this rule you may have the phone confiscated for the remainder of the class 

or be excluded for the remainder of the class. 

3. Students must follow the directions of their teacher/trainer at all times. 

4. Students are required to wear appropriate safety clothing and use equipment safely. 

5. Students must not use inappropriate or offensive language, signs or gestures. 

6. Violent behaviour will not be tolerated. 

7. Weapons cannot be carried onto the College premise. 

8. Racist behaviour will not be tolerated. 

9. Sexual harassment will not be tolerated. 

10. English is to be spoken during class at all times. 

11. Fees must be paid as per the due date on the agreement/invoice. 

12. An individual’s property is to be respected and not interfered with, without prior 
consent.  Look after your own possessions, Skillinvest/Longerenong College accepts no 
responsibility for personal property lost or stolen.  
 

13. Nobody has the right to interfere with another’s ability to learn through disruption of 
classes or harassment of any kind. 
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14. No aggressive physical contact or verbal abuse is to occur between any persons at any 
time. 
 

15. Smoking is not permitted inside training facilities, Australian Law must be followed. 
 

16. Eating or drinking is not permitted in any training facilities other than the designated 
areas. 
 

17. Clothing and behaviour should be appropriate and not cause offence to anyone. 
 

18. Students are expected to be genuine/bona fide students in Australia to study and 
complete their course/qualification and therefore must attend class and progress in their 
course. Refer our Course Progress and Attendance Policies for further details. 

19. All disciplinary matters will be handled by the Skillinvest Chief Executive Officer and/or 
General Manager, Longerenong College. 

 

Current versions of policies and procedures can be found at: 
www.longy.com.au/international_students/forms&policies  

 
If you do not have access to the internet please request an electronic or hardcopy version to 
be sent to you.  
 
List of policies and procedures: 

• International Student Marketing Information and Practices Policy and Procedure 

• International Student Recruitment of an Overseas Student Policy and Procedure  

• International Student Course Credit Policy & Procedure 

• International Student Refund Policy and Procedure  

• International Student Formalisation of Enrolment & Written Agreement Policy and Procedure 

• International Student Education Agents Policy & Procedure  

• International Student Support Services Policy & Procedure  

• International Student Transfer Policy & Procedure  

• International Student Monitoring Course Attendance Policy and Procedure  

• International Student Monitoring Course Progress Policy and Procedure  

• International Student Completion within expected duration of study Policy and Procedure 

• International Student Deferring, Suspending or Cancelling Students Enrolment Policy & 

Procedure  

• International Student Complaints and Appeals Policy & Procedure  

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.longy.com.au/international_students/forms&policies
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